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They live it. They see it every day when 
they step out of their doors in the morning. 
They hear it when they turn on their TVs 
in the evening. The rest of America knows 
it, too. They see it on TV as well— “Detroit 
in Decay.” “Down in The ‘D’.” You know 
the story.

People still live in Detroit—people like 
those on Ethel Street in Southwest Detroit. 
These people know that what their city 

needs is a revival, a revival of the spirit and 
energy that once upon a time made Detroit 
a beacon of industrial might. One weekend 
in June, PopMech loaded supplies in a 
Ram® Power Wagon Pickup Truck, with 
Valvoline® NextGen™ Oil in its engine, and 
found that the revival is under way.

Detroit’s Fall and Rise
To understand this revival, you have to 
understand where Detroit is coming from. 
Detroit’s struggles have been going on 
for more than three decades. The recent 
U.S. recession certainly didn’t help, but 
industrial globalization, over-reliance on 

Citizens of Detroit know their 
town is down.They don’t need 
anyone to tell them. 

im iure veliquissi et, core con 
heniatue core faccum ercidunt 
velisim am dolesendrem venim inibh 
exerat, con veliquis doluptatum dit 
lum do core tie faci eum euguerilis 

nim dit autate feui blaorpero 
euismolut

But not the whole story..                ................
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one ever-changing industry, and political 
mishandling can all share the blame for the 
city’s decline.

As the decline went on, scores of 
people left Detroit. In fact, according to the 
latest U.S. census, Detroit lost 25% of its 
population between 2001 and 2010.  That’s 

237,500 people—one every 22 
minutes. It’s the largest ten-year 
population decline for any large 
city in U.S. history—second 
in percentage to New Orleans, 
post-Katrina. It’s understandable. 
Jobs disappeared. Crime 

increased. People left to find greener 
pastures.

It’s easy to dwell on Detroit’s 
misfortune. Many do. But for the people 
who stayed, the people who are working to 
rebuild Detroit, it does not do well to dwell. 

“Everyone slams Detroit. But wouldn’t we be 
better served,” says Lori Strickland-Palmore, 
President of Rebuilding Together Detroit 
(RTD), “working to build it up instead of 
knocking it down?”

A Marriage Made in Detroit
Since 2005 RTD has been working 
to “preserve and revitalize houses and 
communities, assuring that low-income 
homeowners from the elderly and disabled, 
to families with children live in warmth, 
safety and independence.” RTD utilizes 
local volunteers and other organizations to 
fulfill this mission.

This mission could not be 
accomplished without help from one group 
in particular. “Young Detroit Builders is the 
backbone of RTD,” says Lori. “We could 
not pull off 80% of our projects without 
them. It’s not a partnership; it’s a marriage.”

Started in 1996, Young Detroit 
Builders (YDB), a YouthBuild USA-
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“Everyone slams Detroit.  
But wouldn’t we be better 
served, working to  
build it up instead of 
knocking it down?” 
Lori StrickLand-PaLmore,  
President of rebuilding together detroit 

................                  .

........

l o c t i t e

For over 50 years, people 
have trusted the proven 
performance of loctite® 
adhesives to stand up to the 
world’s most challenging 
jobs, from jet planes and 
race cars to the space 
shuttle. and there’s a loctite 
specially formulated for your 
important job too, whether 
you’re building a deck or 
repairing a vase. to find the 
loctite that’s right for your 
next project, from super glue 
to construction adhesives,  
visit loctiteproducts.
com. loctite. trusted 
performance. proven 
results.™

                    loctiteproducts.com 
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affiliated non-profit organization, 
helps disadvantaged young people 
in Detroit learn job and life skills. 
The kids involved with YDB are 
not your average students. Every 
single YDB student is a high school 
dropout. YDB takes kids between 

the ages of 18-24 who have dropped out 
of high school and takes them through a 
10-month program, where they are taught 
a trade, such as construction or plumbing, 
from nationally certified curricula. In 
addition to learning a trade, students 
also take classes to prepare for the GED 
examination, and if inclined, classes to 
prepare for college.

“We help students go in any direction 
they want to go in,” says Derrick Tagger, 
Construction Trainer for YDB. “Some may 
want to go to college. Some may want to be 
a barber, so we get them to barber school. 
They can be an electrician or a plumber. I 
wanted to be a carpenter.”

Derrick’s story is an interesting one. 
He joined YDB eight years ago, not as a 

trainer, but as a high school dropout who 
needed direction in his life. “I dropped out 
of school, and my mom said, ‘You need to 
do something with yourself.’ I wasn’t a bad 
kid. I’d gotten into some trouble. Mostly, I 
just wasn’t making good decisions. Then 
came YDB. It’s made all the difference.”

During the program, YDB students 
earn a modest living allowance and have 
access to support services, counseling, and 
leadership development, in addition to job 
and life skills training. Student are required 
to do 32 hours of community service. Upon 
completion of the program, students can get 
job placement assistance and be eligible for 
college scholarships.

“You never know when the light turns 
on for these kids,” says Jerry Pauzus, YDB 
Construction Manager, “but it almost 
always does, and I love seeing it shine.” 
Like many non-profits, funding has been 
hard to come by. “It’s been hard,” said Jerry. 

“We used to get grants from HUD (Housing 
and Urban Development). Then they 
moved us to the Department of Labor. We 
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l o W e S

create a custom entryway with 
lowe’s reliaBilt fiberglass 
or steel entry doors. choose 
from glass options that include 
energy efficient low-e, blinds, 
grilles, and hand-crafted 
decorative panels. then select 
the perfect paint or stain color 
to complement your home,  
and we’ll even prefinish 
it for you. the result is a 
personalized entryway that  
fits your unique style. 

                         lowes.com/doors
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haven’t had a grant from them in 
over two years. Mostly, we work 
off of donations.”

One interesting donation 
took place by way ABC’s TV 
show, “Secret Millionaire.” A 
wealthy real estate investor 
from California spent four days 
in Detroit, his identity hidden, 
working with YDB. Jerry recalled, 

“This guy walks in wearing a 

pair of shorts and sandals, and says ‘I want 
to work with kids and I want to work in 
construction, but I have very limited 
experience.’” The man worked on different 
job sites with YDB, installing insulation 
and painting. On the last day, he revealed 
himself, and, so impressed with YDB, wrote 
them a personal check for $40,000. 

The money went to good use. YDB 
used it as a down payment to purchase their 
headquarters—an open warehouse, which, 
naturally, they renovated into a multi-
room learning and construction facility. 
While PopMech toured the facility, we 
caught the students at work, repairing some 
vinyl molding in one of the classrooms 
with Loctite® PowerGrab All-Purpose 
Construction Adhesive.

Southwest Detroit:  
A Community That Cares
Working together, RTD and YDB know 
that they have a lot of ground to cover. 
One area they each devote a lot of time to 
is Southwest Detroit. Southwest Detroit 
has a history all its own. As you might 
expect, the auto industry has a prominent 
role in that history. Most of the residents 
either work or have worked for Ford, GM, 

“It’s work I’ve needed  
to have done a long 

time ago. Now I’m just 
too old to get it done. 

I’m thankful someone 
can do it for me.”  

........

................                    .
myra mcWiLLiamS

c A r h A r t t

Headquartered in greater 
detroit for more than 120 
years, carhartt manufactures 
premium clothing known for 
its exceptional durability, 
comfort and quality of 
construction. our signature 
fabrics are put through 
rigorous testing before they 
become garments to ensure 
long-lasting wear.  Whether 
you are looking for apparel in 
our iconic brown duck fabric 
or one of our technically 
advanced fabrics, like 
waterproof breathable, you 
will find that carhartt offers 
the most complete line of 
rugged clothing available.  

                   carhartt.com 

special advertising section



special advertising section

Chrysler, or one of the other 
automakers. Others found work in 
factories, mills, refineries, and other 
industrial jobs.  

These jobs attracted a diverse 
group of people to the area, 
including a large African-American 
population. In fact, Ethel Street 
and the surrounding area was one 
of the first neighborhoods where 
African-Americans were allowed 
to purchase homes. It’s one of the 
reasons why Ethel Street isn’t just 
another street in Detroit to these 
residents. It’s a community in the 
truest sense of the word.

Many of the residents of 
Ethel Street are elderly, and most 
have lived here since childhood, 
which gives them a strong sense 
of ownership and pride in their 

community. They care about their street. 
They care about their neighbors. They 
look out for one 
another, especially 
when it seems no 
one else is looking 
out for them.

Making a 
Change
This is not the first 
block build/clean-
up on Ethel Street. 
Centered by the 

strong Ethel Street Block Club, and a fierce 
activist in Jaclyn Smith, this community 
has been organizing these events for 
years—because it’s needed, because they 
want a change. “Our community has to do 
these things. We have to. We’re all in this 
together,” said Jaclyn.

At the end of Ethel Street, intersecting 
with Pleasant Street, sits an abandoned 
chemical plant. The company left over 15 
years ago, leaving behind a giant mess. It’s 
an area where drug deals take place, gangs 
hold court, and gunshots ring out. The 
plant’s exterior walls are covered with 
graffiti, buildings have crumbled to pieces, 
and trash has littered the property. The area 
residents have united to clean up around 
the plant numerous times over the past 15 
years, including this June where they picked 
up trash and painted over the graffiti. But 
they can only do so much. 

Assistance comes from Southwest 
Detroit Environment Vision (SDEV), a 
non-profit organization that advocates 
for clean air, water, and neighborhoods in 
Southwest Detroit. “When you have good 
neighborhoods and people who care, it’s 
not hard to do all this,” says Kathy Stott, 
Program Manager for SDEV. “It’s takes 
people working together and a bit of sweat 
equity.”........

........

c o o P e r  
l i G h t i N G

cooper lighting, the 
manufacturer of Halo 
recessed lighting fixtures, 
introduces the all-pro 
led retrofit Module-trim. 
comparable in light output 
to a 65 watt incandescent 
light bulb but consuming 
only 14 watts, the led 
fixture is designed to last 
22 years (50,000 hours) 
and save over $350.00 
in energy costs over its 
lifetime. the dimmable 
module may be used in most 
5", 6" and shallow housings 
and is wet location listed for 
use in showers. the fixture 
is very easy to install and is 
energY star® qualified.
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l e N N o X

lennox industries’ state-of-
the-art, high-quality heating, 
cooling, indoor air quality, and 
residential generator products 
deliver superior performance 
in all areas important to 
today’s homeowners – comfort, 
control, energy efficiency, 
reliability, quiet operation, 
environmental responsibility, 
and cleaner air – giving 
them added peace of mind.  
in addition, many lennox 
products are eligible for federal 
tax credits in 2011.  

                            Lennox.com 



They’ve also tirelessly petitioned the 
city of Detroit to knock down the plant. It’s 
good to report that the community’s efforts 
have worked. Demolition of the plant 

started in June.
While the sense of 

community on Ethel Street 
is strong, it’s supported 
by a familiar ally. State 
Representative Rashida Talib 
grew up in Southwest Detroit 
and feels a familial connection 
to the residents of Ethel Street. 

“These folks here are like my 

parents and grandparents. I’m like the 
daughter, and I have to take care of my 
family.” But even Representative Talib 
knows that she can’t do it alone. “I’ve told 
everyone that events like this can have a 
domino effect. When you start working on 
a house and people drive by, it can motivate 
them to take care of their own house. This 
can inspire people to take care of their 
neighborhood.”

Rebuilding Ethel Street
For the residents of Ethel Street, a 
golden opportunity to take care of their 
neighborhood arose when RTD, thanks to 
a $25,000 grant from PopMech, decided to 
sponsor a block build on Ethel Street on 
June 11. Prior to that date, RTD and Ethel 
Street Block Club members distributed 
applications to interested residents, and 
those who met the requirements set by the 
national Rebuilding Together organization 
were approved for home repair. “Two of my 
neighbors, my friends, told me about it and 
brought me an application,” said Hermine 
Cobb, a resident of Ethel Street for 56 years. 

“I’m happy it got approved and all this work 
is being done to my house.”

In preparation for the work on Ethel 

“When Lori told  
me what they were 
going to do for me, 
I wanted to cry. I 
couldn’t speak. 
From the depths  
of my heart, I’m 
just so thankful.” ................                .
marSha Bey
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A r r o W  F A S t e N e r

introducing the all new t50 
elite™ from arrow Fastener. 
the t50 elite™ builds upon 
the pedigree of the arrow 
t50® and introduces the next 
generation of professional 
fastening tools. easier to 
squeeze and featuring up to 
60% more power than the 
arrow t50®, the t50 elite™ 
is the ultimate diY tool. 
powerful enough to drive up 
to a 1" (25mm) brad nail 
with versatility that includes 
the ability to fire six sizes of 
t50® staples, the t50 elite™ 
features an integrated wire 
guide to safely install low 
voltage wire, making it the 
homeowner’s new best friend.

         arrowfastenerpress.com
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Street, RTD spent a portion of 
the PopMech grant money to 
buy supplies, such as toilets, a 
power washer, a water heater, 
windows, and numerous other 
products from Lowe’s® Home 
Improvement—the official 
retailer of 2011 Popular 
Mechanics Rebuilding 
Together project.

In Hermine’s house, her 
kitchen was refitted with a 
new sink and a new Delta® 
kitchen faucet to replace the 
original fixtures. Kitchen 
cabinets, five new windows, 
and a new washer and dryer 

set were also installed. Outside work 
included replacing old gutters and fraying 
window screens, putting new carpet down 

on the front porch, and planters in the 
backyard. New steps were built on to the 
back porch.

The next house to be worked on 
belonged to Marsha Bey, a licensed 
practical nurse. Marsha’s house has been 
in her family since 1952. Over time, many 
things fell into disrepair, particularly on the 
outside. Workers spent hours cleaning up 
the yard, removing debris and yard waste, 
cutting out old tree roots, and cleaning out 
gutters.

Lowe’s supplied a ReliaBilt exterior 
door to replace the existing, weather-beaten 
door at the side entrance to the house. 
Outdoor lights from Cooper Lighting® were 
installed in the front of the house and on 
the garage, where workers fastened wiring 
from the lights with an Arrow Fastener 
T0350 Elite staple gun. Once that was done, 
the garage was cleaned out, organized, and 
a new garage door was installed. Workers 
also repaired and painted a wood fence, and 
touched up trim around the house, and 
awnings in front and on the side using Kilz® 
Premium Interior/Exterior Water-Based 
Primer/Sealer/Stainblocker.

Lennox® donated a Lennox Merit 
Series 13 ACX air conditioning unit 
to replace the existing unit, which had 
not worked in three years. The unit was 
expertly installed free of charge—and in 
a pouring rain, no less—by Rob Randazzo 
of Randazzo Mechanical Heating, Cooling 
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F r o G  t A P e

Frogtape® is the only painter’s 
tape treated with paintBlock® 
technology. paintBlock is 
a super-absorbent polymer 
which reacts with latex paint 
and instantly gels to form a 
micro-barrier that seals the 
edges of the tape, preventing 
paint bleed. the result: very 
sharp paint lines and no more 
touch-ups!

                            FrogTape.com 

........

K i l Z  P A i N t

im iure veliquissi et, 
core con heniatue core 
faccum ercidunt velisim 
am dolesendrem venim 
inibh exerat, con veliquis 
doluptatum dit lum do core 
tie faci eum euguerilis nim 
dit autate feui blaorpero 
euismolutim iure veliqfeui 
blaorpero euismolutim 
iure veliquissi et, core con 
heniim am m dit lum do core 
tie faci eum euguerilisuissi 
et, core con heniim am m 
dit lum do core tie faci eum 
euguerilis nim dit autate 
feui blaorpero euismolut

                            kilz.com 



and Fireplace Sales in Macomb, Michigan.
Inside, a dilapidated faucet was 

replaced with a Delta 3-hole 
bathroom fixture, and the bathtub 
was re-caulked. Workers outfitted 
in rugged Carhartt® work clothes 
repaired a rotting wall that stretched 
from the dining room to the 
kitchen, and a new water heater was 
installed—just in time, too. The old 
water heater broke down two days 
prior. 

Marie Nance’s house got quite 
the kitchen makeover, with a new 
Delta faucet and a new kitchen 
floor. Marie also had a new toilet, 
and two new windows installed. 
Workers also put in a new closure 
on the front door, repaired gutters, 
and performed some minor siding 

repair. Using FrogTape® and its PaintBlock® 
Technology to seal the tape’s edges to 
prevent paint bleeding, and Kilz Premium 
Interior/Exterior Water-Based Primer/
Sealer/Stainblocker, workers painted a light 
post in her yard and iron railings on her 
front porch, where they also pulled up old, 
weathered carpet.

Susie Harvey’s well-kept house 
required only a few repairs, including 
a Delta faucet in her kitchen, two grab 
bars in her showers, and a programmable 
thermostat for her central air unit. Workers 
also repaired a step leading up to her side 
door, and bolstered the fence around her 
yard.

For Robert and Jaclyn Smith, workers 
put in a Delta kitchen faucet, and built 
support rails along the stairs in the 
basement and in the bathroom. A banister 
along the stairs to the 2nd floor was 
also repaired. Outside, workers re-laid a 
cinderblock walkway, completely removed a 
chain link fence, weather-stripped the front 
door, and fixed a leaky front awning. Both 
the garage and siding were power washed, 
thanks to the power washer provided by 
Lowe’s. 

 In an area where nearly everyone 
worked in an industrial plant, Myra 
McWilliams represented Ethel Street’s 

........

“I barely have the words  
to describe it. It’s just 
beautiful” ................                       .

hermine coBB

D e l t A  F A U c e t

at delta® Faucet, we 
believe that there are 
better ways to experience 
water. this conviction goes 
beyond excellent design to 
incorporate smart thinking.  
our technologies include 
Magnatite® magnetic docking 
spray wands that stay in 
place, to touch20® technology  
faucets turned on or off with 
just a touch, to diaMond™ 
seal technology valves that 
help the faucet last up to 5 
million uses. When paired with 
beautiful, inspirational design, 
it’s easy to understand why 
delta® is more than just  
a faucet. 

                          deltafaucet.com
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Motown roots. “My dad was 
a musician and played all 
the clubs in the city, and my 
sisters and I did the same. It 
was a fun time.” In her home, 
workers installed a new toilet, 
grab bars in the bathtub, and 
support railing along the 
stairs to the basement and 
to the second floor. Outside 
her home, workers painted 
her front porch and the 
surrounding foundation, and 
a brick walkway was re-laid 
to provide a safe path for 
Myra to walk.

Delores Hall and her 
family received new ceiling tiles 

in various parts of the house and new floor 
tiles in the utility room. Delta provided new 
hardware in the kitchen, and an additional 
new faucet in the bathroom of the Hall’s 
home. Outside, workers repaired the steps 
leading from the back porch and repainted 
the foundation.

Block by block, Detroit is picking itself 
back up off the ground. Its citizens have 
heard all the criticism and are working to 
make things better. With the dedicated 
people of Rebuilding Together Detroit and 
Young Detroit Builders doing the great work 

........

Things are happening in Detroit. 

The revival is taking place.  
Let’s all be a part of it.
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they’re doing, plus caring communities such 
as the one found on Ethel Street, things 
can and most certainly will get better in 
Detroit. 
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From the factories to 
the fields, ram trucks 
get the job done. that’s 
because the ram truck 
is a finely tuned working 
machine. Built without 
compromise, ram stands 
behind its engineering 
prowess, refined interiors, 
and innovative features. 
and with toughness unlike 
any other truck, ram 
consistently stands out in 
front of the competition.
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“What I’m proud of is 
that we’re cleaning up 
down here and trying  

to make a change.” ................                      .
dantez GarriSon
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    How You   
Can Help

Each one of the organizations involved with this  
project need help overcoming the biggest challenge, 
“the convergence of growing needs with shrinking 
resources,” says Bob Blumenfeld, Vice Chairman of  
the Board of RTD. You can help. Donations and  
volunteer help are readily accepted. 

Rebuilding TogeTheR deTRoiT: 
rebuildingtogetherdetroit.com  
or call 313-237-7212.

Young deTRoiT buildeRs: 
youngdetroitbuilders.com  
or call 313-256-7291.

souThwesT deTRoiT 
enviRonmenTal vision:  
sdevweb.org  
or call 313-842-1961.
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